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POWER

The history of the world tells us
that the lives of many people and the
development of their countries have been
ruined by individuals and groups who were
hungry and thirsty for power and wealth.
Such individuals and groups have also fought
to possess power, thereby control the right
of individuals and groups to enjoy fuller life.
Millions of innocent people have been killed
by power-hungry individuals through evil
means. The names of the Roman Emperors,
dictators like Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler
have gone down in world history as men of
power and of evil spirits. People had been and
continue to be made objects to be controlled.
History also tells us that power continue to
be used specially by men to abuse innocent
children and adults.

Sri Lankan history is replete with
stories of dominating spirit of the individuals
who come forward to rule the country
by appealing to racial, caste and religious
differences and thereby amass much wealth
and remain in the seats of power till they die
and ruin the economy. They forget old age
chilled and sluggish, worn out with age has
passed its time for doughty deeds. Majority

2024 4G - eecvisy

of our Sri Lankans are also responsible for the
pitiful situation of Sri Lanka because trusting
in the fringe benefits promised by individuals
and groupsonthe eve of the general elections,
they vote for the incompetent individuals at
the parliamentary elections.

Authority is rooted in one’s ability to
promote the well-being of the people and
the development of the country. Men and
women of authority are guided not only
by education, good family background and
profession but also by their virtuous lives- for
example respect for innate dignity of every
human person which is universal, inalienable
and inviolable and the common good of
people.

Sri Lanka needs men and women of
authority, rooted in virtues (honesty, integrity,
accountability, transparencyandcompassion),
good education and professional competence
to promote a better physical quality of life of
all the citizens of Sri Lanka, transcending race,
caste, religion, social background, profession
etc. There is a section of our rural and urban
masses who, with their feudal mentality, vote
for ‘incompetent” individuals to occupy seats
in the Parliament and cause procrastination
of the progress of our people and of our
country. Edmund Burke has said, “All that
is necessary for evil to succeed is for good
people to do nothing.”

The spirit of humble service is the
theme that was very much articulated by
Jesus. Once when Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem to be handed over to suffer and to
die, two Apostles, namely the two brothers,
James and John, approached Jesus and
requested places of honour (Mk 10:35-40;
Mt 20-23). On that occasion, Jesus compared
the matter of power exercised among the



=/

Gentiles on the people with his notion of
service, becoming even a slave (Mk 10:42-
45; Mt 20:25-28) and a servant of everyone.
Jesus lived his mission and defined it in terms
of a servant and a slave (Is 42:1; Phil2:7).
Jesus came not to manifest worldly power
and exact service from others but to serve
people. He acted justly, respecting and
loving people tenderly and promoted the
inner worth of individuals and the flourishing
of life of people. He did not have recourse
to violence. National leaders like Mahatma
Gandhi of India and Nelson Mandela of
South Africa were leaders who were inspired
by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Fr. Emmanuel Fernando OMI
"Rajabima", Anuradhapura
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CALL US TODAY

071-5362618 / 071-5362624

No, 740, Thorana Junction, Wedamulla, kaleniya.
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