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WORSHIP AND LIFE

PAULINE PERSPECTIVE

Through this write up | would like to invite you
all to see the connection between liturgy and
life in the Pauline perspective. Life and worship
are interconnected. We cannot separate liturgy
and life for one flow to the other.

Community celebration

Worship is always a community celebration.
The introductory rites at, the eucharist calls the
people of God to be a celebrating community.
It serves also as a “call to worship” together in
communion with one another. Our liturgies are
always a community exercise and not a private
enterprise. At the very outset we begin by
invoking the name of the Holy Trinity a symbol
of communion. As soon as the celebration of
the Holy Eucharist begins the presider greets
the community in these following words “the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you (2Cor.13:13). This is how it has been from
the early days. (Romans1:7, 1Cor.1:3, 2Cor.1:2,
Galatians 1:3). Paul begins and ends his epistles
with these blessings. It is an invitation to all
who gather and disperse (after) to experience
the grace of God in communion with him and
others.

Paschal Mystery the Foundation

A strong foundation is a must for a strong
building. Similarly, the foundation of our
worship is Christ’s Paschal Mystery. The faith of
the people rests solidly on the foundation of the
passion, death, and the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Worship is a moment where we come
together with our head, Jesus, to offer worship
to God our Loving Father in the Holy spirit. Every
liturgy is reciprocal; it has an ascending and a

2024 @by - eeFE

descending element. In our Liturgy we glorify
the Lord (ascending) and he grants us his grace
(descending). Jesus’s life was a sacrifice, he gave
his life so that we may have life in abundance
(Jn. 10:10). Similarly, Paul gave his life for Christ
(Gal.1:1-4, 6:14) as a sacrifice. “For | am already
being poured out like a drink offering, and the
time for my departure is near. | have fought the
good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not
only to me, but also to all who have longed for
his appearing” (2Timothy4:6-8). We too are
also called to live our life as a sacrifice for the
well-being of others.

Liturgy builds A relationship

Corinth was an important city for Paul.
The people at Corinth gathered regularly to
celebrate the last supper of the Lord. In their
gathering Paul felt something was missing. Yes,
the rich people through their actions humiliated
and insulted the poor. Life and worship did
not go together (1Cor 11: 17-33), when they
come together for worship more damage was
done than good. The rich came together and
ate together before the poor arrived. It was
awesome disgraceful behaviour. Hence, Paul
criticizes the people who damage the Christian
community. Paul challenges the community not
to eat and drink unworthily. “For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the death of the Lord until he comes. Therefore,
whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord unworthily will have to answer to the
Lord. A person should examine himself, and so
eat the bread and drink the cup worthily. For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning,
brings judgment on himself. That is why many
among you areilland infirm, and a considerable
number are dying” (1Cor.11:26-30)
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Liturgy abolishes differences

The Corinthian community had many
divisions among themselves, saying they
belong to Cephas, Apollo, and to Christ
(1Cor.1:12), Paul who saw this division like a
good shepherd advises them to avoid division
and be united through his admonition he asks
them to be united to one another. In chapter
12 he speaks of unity in diversity. A variety of
gifts proceed from the same source, all given
for the common good of the community. “The
eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!”
And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don't
need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
and the parts that we think are less honorable
we treat with special honor. And the parts that
are unpresentable are treated with special
modesty, while our presentable parts need no
special treatment. But God has put the body
together, giving greater honor to the parts that
lacked it, so that there should be no division in
the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it” (1Cor.12: 22-26).

Grace flows from Liturgy

The Corinthian community celebrated their
liturgy as a ritual. They were living a loose life
and had no morals, and were moving towards
earthly values. When they were at worship,
they had one life style and outside followed
another having Jealousy, and fights 1Cor.3:3.
here Paul reminds them that they are the
temples of the Holy Spirit (1Cor.3:16-17, 1Cor.
6:13). The Church is sacred similarly ,our body
is sacred too, so keep it pure. Also, he invites the
Roman community, “I appeal to you therefore,
brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship” (Rom.12:1).

Rev. Fr Andrias Fernando O.M.I.
Oblate Scholasticate - Ampitiya
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Aspire to Inspire

THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE

GREEN CAMPUS

LOCATED IN A COASTAL CITY IN SRI LANKA!

MARCH 2024 INTAKE NOW OPEN!

Key Features

UGC Recognized Degrees For More Information

Approved by the Ministry of Education 0706035100
Eminent Lecture Panel 0312035100
Language Skills Development BCI NEGOMBO
Personality and Skill Development

WEBSITE

State-Of-The-Art Facilities . . .
www.bci.lk | info@bci.lk
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