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TO DRAW OUT,

NOT POUR IN

Rediscovering the spiritual purpose of education

The Girl Who Arrived Believing

Sandali was six years old when
she first walked into a classroom. For
weeks she had spoken of little else: the
crisp uniform, the colourful bag, the new
pencil case. Her family lived in one of
Colombo’s most crowded settlements,
where tomorrow is never guaranteed.
But that morning, none of that mattered.
There was only the classroom and the
quiet feeling that something important
was about to begin.

A Nation’s Pride and Its Hidden Flaw

Sri Lanka has every reason to be
proud. Free education from Grade 1 to
university has been a right since 1945. It
has produced one of the highest literacy
rates in South Asia, above 92 percent.
Generations of children have become
teachers, doctors, and leaders.

Yet something is missing. Young
people are academically qualified but
emotionally fragile. The system rewards
memory over meaning and repetition
over reflection. Education is meant to
be a pathway to a better future for every
child. Yet access to quality learning is
often shaped by where a child lives and
the resources available to the family.
Consequently, the system can widen
existing gaps rather than close them.

2026 &G - geoisy

In too many classrooms, the relentless
pressure to perform leaves little room
for wonder, curiosity, or the slow work
of becoming a compassionate human
being.

The True Meaning of Education

The word education comes from the
Latin educare, meaning to draw out. It
does not mean to fill a vessel. It means to
awaken what is already inside a person:
latent gifts, hidden strengths, and the
capacity for love and discernment. The
Book of Proverbs says, “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”
(Proverbs 9:10). Wisdom is not the same
as knowledge. Knowledge can be tested
and graded; wisdom is the ability to live
well, judge rightly, and love generously.
It begins not in the classroom but in the
soul.

Jesus was a teacher. He rarely
taught facts or formulas. He taught
fishermen to see the sacred in a net full
of fish, to recognise grace in a mustard
seed, and to find forgiveness in a
father’s embrace. He said, “The greatest
among you must be the servant of all”
(Matthew 23:11). His classroom was life
itself—the dusty roads of Galilee, the
crowded markets, the quiet hillsides.
His curriculum was the human heart. To
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educate in this sense is to accompany a
child as they discover their own depth,
their own questions, and their own
capacity to give and receive love.

The Unsung Saints in Our Schools

Sri Lanka has teachers who
understand this. They work in under
resourced schools with oversized
classes. They are underpaid and rarely
thanked. They arrive early, stay late,
and notice the child who has not eaten,
the child who is silent, the child who
is hiding tears. They are the unsung
saints of our time.

At ‘Samata Sarana’, which means
“Help for All,” | serve children from
some of Colombo’s most vulnerable
families, who receive what the formal
system rarely offers. They receive the
experience of being unconditionally
valued. They learn their letters and
numbers, certainly, but they also learn
something far more fundamental:
that they are noticed, accepted, and
loved. They discover that they belong,
that their lives have worth, and that
their dignity does not depend on
achievements or test scores. St. John
Bosco worked with abandoned street
children in 19th century Turin. He put
it plainly: “Education is a matter of the
heart.” When a child feels seen, not as
a future exam result but as a living soul,
something miraculous unfolds. Fear

gives way to trust, and trust opens the
door to true learning.

What a Nation Gains by Drawing Out
the Person

A nation that truly educates its
children will not only produce engineers
and accountants. It will produce human
beings. People who can fail with dignity,
because their worth was never tied to
perfection. People who can disagree
with respect, because they have been
listened to themselves. People who
can serve without needing applause,
because they have tasted the quiet joy of
helping another.

Sandali arrived at that classroom
door with wonder in her eyes and a new
pencil case in her hands. That wonder is
sacred. The role of every teacher, parent,
and society is not to suppress her natural
gifts but to nurture and develop them.
“You will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free” (John 8:32). That
freedom to know yourself, to live with
integrity, and to love without conditions is
the real goal of education.

It begins with a six year old who
arrives believing. It succeeds when the
world rewards that belief with patience,
kindness, and the courage to draw out
rather than pour in.

Fr. Shalinda Jude, OMI

Director,
‘Samata Sarana’
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BCl

CAMPUS

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Bachelor of Business Management Honours

BBM (Hons) in Accounting and Finance

Diploma in Business Management and Analysis

Diploma in Human Resource Management

SCHOOL OF COMPUTING

BSc (Hons) in Information Technology

BSc (Hons) in Software Engineering

Diploma in Artificial Intelligence (Al) and
Robotics

Certificate | Advanced Certificate in ICT
Certificate in Graphic Design

Certificate in Computer Hardware & Networking

Certificate in Full-Stack Development
Certificate in Python Programming

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

BEd (Hons) in Primary Education

BEd (Hons) in Early Childhood Education

Higher Diploma in Primary Education
Higher Diploma in Early Childhood Education

Certificate in Child Caregiver

SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY

BSc (Hons) in Counselling Psychology

Diploma in Psychological Counselling

Certificate in Counselling

Certificate in Addiction Psychology
and Substance, Device Abuse

Certificate in School Counselling

Red DO BN
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SCHOOL OF NURSING

® Certificate in Caregiver (NVQ LEVELS 3 & 4)
® Certificate in Nursing Assistant (NVQ LEVELS 3 & 4)

ACADEMY OF ENGLISH

Aquinas Diploma in English Language & Literature

Certificate in Spoken English

Spoken English & Public Speech
(Pathway to Trinity College London Certificate)

Teaching Knowledge Test (TKT) - Cambridge
Elementary Italian Language Course

ACADEMY OF MUSIC

Certificate in Audio Engineering & Music Production
Certificate in Pop Piano [ Keyboards
Certificate in Western Classical Piano
Certificate in Classical Guitar / Pop Guitar
Certificate in Music Theory

Certificate in Drums

Certificate in Pop Vocals

Certificate in Music for Kids

Certificate in Music Therapy

Certificate in Musical Theatre

BCI Art Class - Drawing & Painting Practice
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