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MODERNIZING SUNDAY SCHOOLS

Rev. Fr. Eric Lakman OMI

The Catholic religious education,
carried out through Sunday school system,
is also a part of the universal education
system. The English word education derives
from the Latin word educare which means
bring forth or draw out. Hence, Socrates
understood education as ‘bringing forth
ideas of wuniversal value’. For Aristotle
‘education is the cultivation of the mind
and character’. Plato perceived education
as ‘a means of character development’.
Mahatma Gandhi defined education as ‘all-
round drawing out of the best in child’. John
Dewey understood education as ‘the process
of the reconstruction of experience’. Hence,
Catholic religious education also must help
in bring forth / drawing out ‘the God-likeness
hidden in the students.” In fact, God created
humanity in His likeness and invited them to
become God-like people (Gen. 1:26-27).

As it was understood in the last
century, education comprises of three
components: providing information/

knowledge, developing skills and forming
values. However, according to the modern
educationists’, education involves four
elements: developing students’ analytical
abilities, life skills, sense of moralityand critical
thinking. Analytical abilities include the skills
of identifying problems, explore to find out
related facts and find logical solutions. Critical
thinking involves asking proper questions,
analyse situations, interpret — evaluate facts
and making judgments about what students
read, hear, say and write. Moral sense is
about the ability to determine the rightness
or wrongness of one’s thoughts, speech and

2024 @209 - e¢e @

actions according to the teachings of Jesus
Christ. Modern education tries to develop
in children life skills such as collaboration,
creativity, nonviolent communication, global
awareness, leadership, social responsibility,
relationship skills and responsible decision
making. Modern education is life-oriented
rather than head-centered.

Catholic Sunday School system still
follows the old understanding of education.
Hence, it mainly focuses on providing
information and prepares students for
competitive standard examinations. Today
it is important that Sunday school system
becomes life-oriented and follows the modern
understanding of education and incorporates
in its system the four elements of modern
education. It is vital that Sunday School too
uses analytical abilities, critical thinking and
life skills and forms students in the Catholic
sense of morality.

How to go about (methodology) ... Let
us take the catechism of the famous Parable
of the Workers in the Vineyard (Mt. 20:1-16).
Having got the students to read the parablein
a participatory manner (number of students
taking part in reading the parable), Sunday
school teachers could provide students with
basic biblical background to the parable.
Then, help the students to analyse it in the
light of Catholic faith (depending on their
level). Teachers could ask the students to
identify the main characters of the parable.
Help students to be critical within the Catholic
faith tradition and Catholic social teaching
and help them to ask some basic questions
such as why some labourers were hired and
others were left behind? Why daily wage a
denarius? What made the landlord decide
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to pay everyone a denarius? Why other
workers were angry when the landlord gave
every one a denarius? Encourage students
to ask these critical questions with in ‘faith
seek understanding’ framework and lead
them to discuss them in small groups and to
present their findings in the class. That way
teachers could help students to develop their
analytical skills, critical thinking and Biblical
imagination.

Provide the information to the
students that a denarius is a daily wage of a
person at that time. Tell them that every dad
has a duty to feed the family irrespective of
whether he gets employed or not. This dad
too, though he got employed at the last hour,
has to have a denarius to feed his family. That
is why the landlord gave the man employed
at the last hour also a denarius. Explain the
symbolism used by the evangelist — God is
the landlord in the parable.

Tell the students that God is
concerned about the wellbeing of every
family; that God is concerned about all the
worried dads; troubled mothers; hungry
children. That way, teachers could help the
students to recognize the moral values the
landlord upheld: such as empathy, care
taking, collaboration, creativity, and life
skills he demonstrated such as nonviolent
communication, leadership, problem solving,
social responsibility, relationship skills,
responsible decision making, etc. By critically
analyzing the parable with students, teachers
could develop the Christian moral sense in
students and help them to appropriate these
values in their lives and become God-like
persons.

Sunday school education needs
to move away from formal, competitive,
examination-oriented, memory-based old

system and embrace modern understanding
of education. It needs to incorporate the
modern understanding by use of analytical
abilities, life skills, sense of morality and
critical thinking. Religious education, as a
part of universal modern education, needs
to be more life-oriented rather than mere
information gathering cum passing exam
system.
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