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Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
Published continuously
since 1899, is the oldest
Sinhala magazine
in Sri Lanka.
Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
is owned and published by
the Colombo Province of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.
(O.M.1.)
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CHALLENGES TOWARDS FAITH
IN THE MODERN WORLD
ACCORDING TO
NEW TESTEMANT

The New Testament, which is now
called as Second Testament finds the fulfillment
of God’s promise of Salvation in the person
of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. This is to say
that New Testament is about, Jesus’s life and
ministry inclusive of his paschal mystery
(Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus) and
the development of Christianity in the ministry
and preachings of his Apostles and Disciples.
Faith is not a concept new to be found in the
NT only, rather a foundation of Christian life
that finds its root throughout the Scripture, but
in the NT, it particularly takes a turn as “Faith in
Jesus Christ”. The beginning of such faith is the
story of Annunciation narrated at the beginning
of Gospel of Luke as Mary was called to believe
the whole picture of Salvation in the Incarnation
of Jesus Christ through ‘GREAT CONSENT’
of FIAT by Blessed Virgin Mary. Hence, Mary
becomes a model of Faith in the New Testament
even prior to all apostles and disciples.

Now the Question is, “What is Faith
according to NT?” Faith in General is a state
and a call to believe in God and God’s promise
even when one does not exactly understand
everything that is to take place. It is related to
what is not yet seen, perceived, experienced,
and understood. However, one believes on
that not really knowing what it is, but being
convinced that God will act on behalf of the
person, irrespective of all uncertainties and
changing realities. This is built on the principle
“NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD”
without any wavering Mind at any situation
of life. This takes us to the next question, “Is
such FAITH possible in the modern world?”
The modern world is not settled on anything.

2024 %2038 - esed0Dr8

It is on the movement as tossed up by various
influences, like ideologies, scientific theories,
technological dictatorship, human issues,
lack of commitments, economic crisis,
politics, Global issues, destruction of cosmos,
entertainment overloading, and questions
concerning meaning of life. With all these,
“Where is the role of God? as understood by
human and as expected or believed by human
being. Do the theists genuinely believe that
“NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE TO GOD” and
commit themselves with the same FIAT “I am
the handmaid of the Lord, let it to me according
to THY WILL”. Does God’s will find place in
the realm of modern human being in the modern
world. Therefore, the confrontation of faith in
the life of modern human person unfolds many
challenges in all departments of life. What are
those challenges?

The challenges TOWARDS FAITH are
twofold;internal, and external. The internal
challenges refer to the state of human person
in which one finds oneself unable to get into
the disposition of Blessed Virgin Mary to
believe God’s words and role in one own life
amid uncertainties. The external challenges
are those that externally prevent or hinder a
person as means or causes from committing
into the framework of Blessed Virgin Mary to
God-Human relationship in the context of life.
The internal challenges can be fear, spiritual
ignorance, lack of prayers, lack of God-
experience, lack of Consciousness of God’s
presence in life, lack of commitment, lack of
meditation in daily life, confused mentality,
pre-occupations of unnecessary questions of
ever remaining skepticism etc. The external
challenges can be like, political, economic,
religious, technological, and various other
reasons that question our faith from outside of
human person but present in the modern human
society.

Can I end with opening and identifying
the challenges towards faith in the modern
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world? If T end here, it is like one sees the
wound and goes un-attending. Such act would
not help for any recovery of health and for any
renewal. Therefore, attending to this opened
wound is essential. To do that, (primarily) one
should internally prepare oneself in union with
God, giving enough space to encounter God in
one’s own life. Whether one understand or not
what God does in my life, allow God to act
being open in prayer and meditation. One should
reflect the reality of life as it opens new phases
and dimensions in everydayness in the modern
world. Be rooted to the principles of Value-
system found in the Gospels. Be consciousness,
faith is always in the paradoxical realm that can
seems to be absurd to many, but meaningful to
the one who goes through life as related to God
daily. In short, it is an effort to be spiritually
disposed daily irrespective of falls and failures,
beginning to believe in God’s grace and mercy.

The next is (secondary) is not to give too-
much power to outside realities as to dictate terms
on one’s life, but to believe that “ALL WILL
PASS BY”. Every external challenge coming
from external sources/causes are momentary,
and they do not have power to dictate terms on
my/one’s own life unless one permits them. The
modern world is full of information, but it is I/
SELF must have a meaning, find a meaning,
find a path as Mary did it in faith; and then,
commit in the process of journey. The challenge
towards faith in the modern world according
to New Testament is “Do you/SELF have faith
to begin with to live your life meaningfully in
relation to God?” IF ONE HAS A FAITH AT
THE BEGINNING OF LIFE JOURNEY, AND IF
ONE CAN SUSTAIN THE SAME FAITH IN THE
PROCESS OF JOURNEY WITHOUT LOSING
IT, SUCH LIFE NEVER ENDS WITH DEATH,
BUT GOES BEYOND DEATH AS CONNECTED
TO THE RISEN LORD. Look at Blessed Virgin
Mary at Annunciation and begin the way to
meet life in faith. One will find the Way in Jesus
Christ.

Rev. Fr. Michael Devin Coonghe 1VDei
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‘® Y BRIDGE PEOPLE

(Jd
N Happy To Work

We Cover 317 Areas / 24 Modules

preparing Payroll
Total HR Solutions Provider Payroll] Attendance] Shifts

| _Bncncha
et EDF/ETF

YEAR

Bdge T Bridge
Consultations / Appointments SOIUtlonS (PVt) Ltd-
0770 10 11 12 G e

No: 740, Thorana Junction, Kandy Road, Sri Lanka

EVERYBODY CAN WIN,
OIICIOA IOR S ARIISIIN
Awaken your true self

RESULTS GUARANTEED

AN Dexrsidr 5@ OBsY VIO WENOBIB
2023/24. % . NEE
-y * peRBIGS * eddefmed
(TRAINING SESSION SERIES) ' . D@sec . c0® sl
* eeC,

¢GO5Y0, @51DG5Y0, @e@8wiO By BN LwsIO Seds DDudusy

v
= [DENTIFY YOUR PERSONALITY TYPE
= AREAS YOU ARE STRONG
= LEARNING TECHNIQUES
= MIND MAPPING
= PROBLEM SOLVING/GOAL SETTING
= NLP TECHNIQUES AND MANY MORE

o®e®nwed®:

Prasanna Wijesinghe Ph.D

Ph.D. in Management (USA), MHRM (Kelaniya), MA.in
Philosophy,(Kelaniya), B.Ph.(Rome), B.Th.(Rome),

NLP (SL), NLP (UK)

e-mail: prasanna@bridgetobridge.lk

web: www.bridgetobridge.lk 9 Reserve your session now
0770101112



For Enhanced Employability

Academy of Professional Studies

e Certificate / Diploma in Digital Marketing
e Teaching Knowledge Test (TKT) - Cambridge
® C(Certificate/ Diploma in Counselling

Aspire toInspire

BC] | PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Academy of English

e Spoken English
® Aquinas Diploma in English

We nurture human capabilities and values in a Short Courses in comPUting

collaborative environment through a holistic
education process.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
With Guaranteed Internships

Certificate / Advanced Certificate in ICT
Certificate / Advanced Certificate in Graphic Design

Certificate in Hardware Engineering
Certificate in Computer Networking
School of Business Certificate in Data Science *

] Certificate in Computer Science *
® Bachelor of Business Management Honours

® BBM Hons in Accounting and Finance
® BBM Hons in Marketing Management
® BBM Hons in Human Resource Management

Certificate in Software Engineering *
Certificate in Python Programming *

Certificate in IT and Cybersecurity Law *

Certificate in Java Application Development *

School of Computing

® BScHons in Information Technology
® BScHons in Software Engineering How to
® BScHonsin Computer Science

School of Education E n rOI I

BEd Hons in Primary Education » Scanto Apply

BEd Hons in Early Childhood Education P Inquire for more details
info@bci.lk

BEd Hons in Teaching English as a Second Language

BSc Hons in Counselling Psychology &
Psycho-Social Support *

International Degree Programmes Contact us

® NCC UK Foundation Programme 031 222 4422 | 070 603 51 00

Benedict XVI Catholic Institute of Higher Education

495, Minuwangoda Road, Bolawalana, Negombo

*To be launched with the next intake www.bci.lk
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