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Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
Published continuously
since 1899, is the oldest
Sinhala magazine
in Sri Lanka.
Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
is owned and published by
the Colombo Province of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.
(O.M.1.)
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LOVING COMPETITION

Some time ago | was following a
program called “Voice Kids". It is a singing
program for children between 7 and 15
which originated in Holland and had
become very popular in Germany. Today
it is in many countries in the world and
| was following “Voice Kids, Sri Lanka”. It
is a Loving Competition where all work
together in collaboration. Some move
forward, while others stay back and wish
and support those who go forward. The
words winners and losers are not generally
used. All are animated by a strong family
spirit.

The program consists of several
stages; blind audition, battle rounds, sing
off, quarter finals, semi finals and finals.

At the blind audition the participants
sing while the coaches are turning their
back to the singer. If the coaches like the
singing and intend to support the little
singer they will turn to the singer. After
the singing every coach will give a feed
back to the singer and the singer will
choose one of those who turned, to be
his/her coach. If no coach turned, the
singer is not selected, but goes home
after receiving a lot of appreciation and
encouragement to participate at the
program of the following year.

The coaches will train their singers
throughout the program. It is not just a
question of singing; they also share with
them good human values and teach them
about life. At the battle round they present

2026 @b - @eyc

the singers in groups of three. The battle is
a loving battle. The three practice together
and sing together to the best of their ability
so that one of them can go forward. The
coaches have the task of preparing the little
minds for this letting go. It is beautiful to
see how they behave at the announcement
of the one selected to go forward. The
three wait holding hands and when the
name is announced they embrace the one
chosen and wish him/her well. Sometimes
you can find some in tears because they
are not selected but at the same time they
rejoice with the one who is selected. Very
often the selected one is in tears because
he/she has to leave behind the loving
companions. One cried out aloud saying
“Even though these are not born of my
mother they are my brothers and sisters.
| cannot leave them behind”. They were
not left behind. In the following rounds
they were in the audience to support their
companion. When those moving forward
were interviewed they said their joy was
50% percent because they were sad to
leave the brothers and sisters with whom
they worked so closely. From time to time,
coaches shared some of the comments of
the little singers; “The main thing is not the
winning but performing to the best of our
ability.” "Dear Coach, it does not matter
whom you select; we will always love you”.
Some called their coach their second father
or second mother. One said “the coach is
the star of my heart”. There was a strong
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bond among the coaches, coaches and
the children, and the children among
themselves. The coaches took special
care to assure those who had to stay back,
that they were not defeated. They made
them aware of all that they had gained
through participation and assured them
that the bond created through Voice Kids
will always remain strong.

Those who go forward are selected
by the coaches who trained them except
in the final stages where the first choice
is made by popular votes. Even there
the second choice is made by the coach.
Leaving behind some of the precious
little ones was the saddest moment of
the program when the coaches struggled
and even cried. They always mentioned
that they make the choice according to
the nature of the program but their heart’s
desire was to move forward with all.

According to the program no
singer stays behind alone. Those who go
forward may do so alone or with another
but those who stay behind will never be
alone. Once, a coach found herself in a
difficult situation because there were
only two singers for the battle round.
Only one is supposed to go forward and
one is not supposed to stay behind alone.
She decided to move forward with both.
It was a very touching moment.

“Grand Finale” was a colourful day.
Eight children that came forward form
semifinals sang showing great talent.
One was chosen by popular vote done
through sms. There was no room for

doubt; the one selected was the cleverest
among the cleverest. When the name was
announced there was no rising of fists
or cries of victory. The 12 year old Aslam
joined hands, raised them to the forehead,
and gave a deep bow. Then he looked at
his companions who came running to hug
him. Everyone rejoiced together. If it were a
victory it was everyone’s victory.

On the same day every coach sang
with each of her/his learners. It was
beautiful to see how the little ones were
able to perform together with their adult
coaches. Some did even better than their
coaches. One coach kept saying that his
greatest joy was to see his leaner doing
better than him.

In our society we find competition
everywhere. It is very prominent in sports,
education, business, development work
and even in religion. Competition pushes
people to do better than all the rest. As we
have seen on the playground situations
competition can lead to cheating and
violence. What is actually promoted
though competition is egoism. Opposite
of competition is collaboration that
promotes communion, the family spirit.
“Voice kids" has been very thoughtful and
creative in producing a program that will
help the younger generation to develop
talents in a collaborative way, in the spirit
of communion.

“Voice Kids" program has come to an
end; what remains are the bonds that were
created.

Rev. Sr. Winifreda Wasalathanthrige HF
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