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Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
Published continuously
since 1899, is the oldest
Sinhala magazine
in Sri Lanka.
Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
is owned and published by
the Colombo Province of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.
(O.M.1.)
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AL

TWISTED WISDOM IN MODERN SOCIETY

Whether everyone in this world wants
to be wise is a question mark. Whether
everyone is gifted with the mental capacity
to acquire wisdom is still controversial.
The first issue under consideration is what
wisdom is. Should wisdom conform to a
definition? Or do proverbs such as ‘humility
is the beginning of wisdom’ provide any
hint to understand wisdom? Generally
the ability to make sensible decisions and
good advice because of the experience
and knowledge is wisdom. What did King
Solomon request? According to 1 King
3:5-9, ‘Give thy servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern thy people
thatlmaydiscernbetweengoodandevil; for
whois ableto governthisthy great people?’

King Solomon’s request makes us
aware of the rudiments of wisdom. The
one who is wise is able to distinguish good
from evil, right from wrong. Nowadays, it
is reiterated by the educated that modern
man is lost in a wilderness of mirrors.
This can be interpreted in a number
of ways. Modern man encounters an
overwhelming amount of information and
disinformation making it difficult to find
reliable information and discern truth from
falsehood. Deception and manipulation of
information to achieve selfish ends can be
observed in every sphere of life. Reality is
distorted to such an extent that discerning
truth has almost become impossible. As a
result, a lack of clear direction prevails in
every society at present and people’s lives
are becoming increasingly complex and
chaotic.

Yet, the pathetic situation in the
modern world is that it is folly to be wise
where ignorance is bliss. It seems that

2025 @& - 4B

modern man has become imbecile to such
an extent that he thinks ignorance is not
only bliss but also wisdom. All social media
is cleverly manipulating thinking patterns
and life styles of people. It is not surprising
innocent children become victims of man-
created ignorance. The worst for any society
is the way that the so called educated twist
and manipulate the truth. As a devout
Catholic, | am astonished to find that Sri
Lankan government is still unable to find the
truth regarding Easter Sunday Bomb Attack
and bring to law those who are responsible.
Where is our wisdom, who has stolen it?
Whenthelawhasfailedtoimplementjustice,
the future of the people is in jeopardy.

It is always wise to recall and remind
Marcus Cicero’s amazing study of society in
43 B.C. The poor work and work, the rich
exploit the poor, the soldier protects both,
the taxpayer pays for all three, the banker
robs all four, the lawyer misleads all five, the
doctor bills all six, the goons scare all seven
and the politician lives happily on account of
all eight. Our society hasn’t changed much
since then. Only addition is that politicians
have absolute power that they can commit
any heinous crime, manipulate law and
escape from punishment which is phrased
as smart politics. The ancient wisdom is
such that different trades are essential
to cater to the needs and sustainable
function of any society. However, it is
sad that people think it is an honor to
do a profession. One writer said that he
didn’t want to do business that exploits
consumers, didn’t want to become a banker
who lives on the interest paid by people and
didn’t want to become a lawyer who lives
on the problems of people. He questions
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what honor is there when you live on the
interest, problems and exploited profits.

The modern trend is that all
professions have deviated from the noble
purpose of service. All professionals search
every opportunity to maximize income and
never pause a moment and think why he
exists. Moreover, they have well-organized
associations to safeguard and perpetrate
their selfish aims and they are untouchable.
Hospitals keep not only patients but also
dead bodies longer with machines to charge
more. Companies change expiry date of
products and resell in order to double
income. It has never been proved online
Tech-Education with Smart Boards achieves
intended learning outcomes. Developed
countries like Sweden researched on this
and now they have gone back to book and
pencil again. Interactions with a teacher
produce good children. Interactions with
a machine produce robots-like-children
who haven’t sympathy or empathy. Yet,
in Sri Lanka both parents and children are
hoodwinked by massive guerilla marketing
to promote online learning, a money-
spinner. It is an utter failure just like
massive tuition widely spread throughout
Sri Lanka. The biggest fallacy of education
is in tuition and online learning, “lI have
taught therefore, students have learnt.” In
the status quo like this, isn’t it folly to be
wise? The wise think what cannot be cured
has to be endured.

In a discussion of wisdom, it is
important to refer to a graffiti inscribed by
an ancient sage who said that wisdom is a
process. He points out at least four decades
should precede before reaching the decade
of wisdom. Once a child is born, the first
decade is the decade of dependence.
Then he enjoys the decade of all types of

games and sports. After, the decade of
colors in prime youth. The fourth decade
is called the decade of power. According to
him, man reaches the decade of wisdom
approximately at the age of 41. Leaving out
its shortcomings, it is a fair transformational
process to help children acquire a state of
wisdom. In this context, experience plays
a crucial role in anyone’s life to become a
wiser person.

Moreover, there are a number of
characteristics that mark a wise person.
Predominantly, the wise man knows
what is right and morally rewarding. He
never engages or supports any evil and
lives according to the motto ‘Live and let
live’. His very existence is not a threat to
the environment and his fellow human
beings. He speaks only when it requires
and refrains from hurting and condemning
others. Although he sets his own moral
principles, they are never detrimental to
the well-being of any society. Wisdom is not
usually associated with academic success
and a high level of IQ. The wise man is not
mentally adamant and respects the views
of others. Most of all he knows the limits
of his knowledge and is fully aware of the
impermanence of three P’s: Possessions,
Pleasures and Power. In conclusion, if
humility is the beginning of wisdom, let me
guote Isaac Newton, “I do not know what
| may appear to the world, but to myself |
seem to have been only like a child playing
on the sea-shore, and diverting myself in
now and then finding a smoother pebble
or a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the
great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered
before me.”

K. C. Grero
Senior Lecturer, Former Oblate Scholastic
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