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Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
Published continuously
since 1899, is the oldest
Sinhala magazine
in Sri Lanka.
Bhakthi Prabodhanaya,
is owned and published by
the Colombo Province of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.
(O.M.1.)
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MARY; THE MOTHER OF HOPE

We honour Mother Mary with the
title "Mother of Hope" (Spes Nostra). It
is not just a pious salutation, but this
theological reality is deeply connected
with the human condition in our society.
For decades, from the ethnic conflict to
current economic drawbacks, people in
our country have been standing at the
edge of darkness. The whole society has
been waiting with hope for the dawn of
a new age for many decades.

The Hope that Mother Mary
demonstrates is not mere optimism. She
does not pretend that pain is unreal. Our
heavenly mother knew and experienced
immense pain. This was foretold to her
by the old Simeon at the temple (cf. Luke
2:35). Although the pain of seven swords
piercing the heart was experienced by
Mother Mary, she remained prayerful
and unwavering. In Mary, we find not a
majestic and distant queen but a humble
mother who understands our broken
situation.

Hope of Mary was not just the
optimism that "things will get better
over the time", but her hope was deeply
rooted in the faithfulness towards God.
At the Annunciation by Angel Gabriel,
she faced an impossible situation. But
her response was "May it be done to
me according to your word" (Luke 1:38).
This was her great Fiat which dawned
God's salvation to human civilization.

2026 &8 - 48

In our social context today, we have
the challenging task of rebuilding our
fractured economy and the divided social
fabric. In this context, Mary teaches us that
hope begins with "Yes" to the providence
of God, even if we are unaware about our
route in the journey ahead.

As we look at the Magnibcat of Mary,
it is not another hymn of personal piety.
But it manifests the justice of God. She
states that God would scatter the proud
and lift up the lowly and fills the hungry
with good things (cf. Luke 1:51-53). In Sri
Lankan context we find mothers in the
North who had lost her children due to
war, fathers in the South who are unable to
feed their family and youth in urban areas
who have lost faith about their future. The
Magnificat of Mary stands as a beacon of
hope for all of them who are in desperate
situations. When Sri Lanka is crying out
for justice and integrity in leadership,
Mary's hymn reminds us that God is not
indifferent to the suffering of the "lowly"
(Anawim). Hope is an active virtue. It calls
us to work for a society where the hungry
are filled and the dignity of every person
is upheld.

Our Mission today in Sri Lanka,
calls us to perform what Mother Mary
did at Cana. To notice the dire need,
even before it is announced, and bring it
towards Jesus Christ. When Mother Mary
told the servants, "Do whatever He tells
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you" (John 2:5) she was not managing
a social welfare programme. She was
exercising her maternal intercession
rooted in intimate trust. In our parish
communities too we must be attentive
to the unspoken cries of our neighbours.
Mostly our faithful pray for themselves
and for their family. But the Marian
attitude at Cana invites us to pray for
the less fortunate, drug addicts, broken
families, depressed teens, desperate
youth and lonely grandparents in our
own parish community. Just as Mary, we
are to raise their sufferings to Jesus in
prayer.

Perhaps the most timely image
for our nation at this moment is Mary
standing at the foot of the cross. The
Gospel of John records "standing near
the cross of Jesus were his mother
and his mother's sister" (John 19:25).
Mother Mary did not flee at the face of
unbearable suffering. She stood with
broken heart wide open, accompanying
her son through the most terrible agony.
We are to stand with the innocent parents
in both North and South who lost their
beloved children due to ethnic conflict
and political unrest. Mary at the foot of
the cross calls us to accompany those
whose faith was shaken due to Easter
Sunday bombings. At times although
we cannot offer material or financial
assistance, we are called not to abandon
the less privileged individuals in their
sufferings. Mary's presence at the cross
validates our national grief. She tells us

that God is found in the midst of pain, not
just in the escape from it.

Mary teaches us the greatest lesson
of unwavering faith, when the dead
corpse of Jesus was laid on her lap. It is
portrayed in detail in the statue of Pieta
by Michelangelo. Just imagine, if the
only son of a single mother was brutally
murdered and the dead body of that son
was laid on mother's lap, would she have
any faith? But Mother Mary believed that
even through the dead body of her son,
God can bring salvation to the world.
She displayed ultimate resilience at this
moment. We, Sri Lankans are also called
to never to lose faith at this moment when
our economy is crippled and we are being
suffocated due to the war in the middle
east. We are to know that God has his plan
of salvation, even through the darkest
moment.

Finally Mary in the Upper room,
gathered all the scattered disciples of
Jesus to ignite hope through continuous
prayer. (Acts 1:14) She did not retire into
private grief. But she ardently prayed
with the community as they awaited
the promise of Christ. Through this
courageous prayer Mary and disciples
experienced the descent of the Holy Spirit
in abundance. Therefore, Mary's presence
in the upper room gives us the example
of unwavering hope. She is our Mother
of Hope. Therefore, Let us entrust to her
the struggling and broken people of our
Motherland.

Fr. Rajith Clamantha Edirisinghe
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National Catholic Writcrs: _Organization, Joe-Neth Studio, 45, Kynsey Road, Colombo 08. - 0722270792
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Luman’s Expo - Ragama

Sasindu Caters
& Reception Hall
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"Book Now 074 050 2605
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